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MINUTES 


of the 


Northern Ohio Association of Universalists. | 

The Northern Association of Universalists, met ac- 
cording to adjournment of Jast year, at the school-house | 
in Shalersvilie, Portage county, Obio, on Tuesday ev- | 
ening, September 34, 1822. Opened the business of 
the session by singing an hymn, and fervent and devout 
prayer by Br. Timothy Bigelow. 

Proceeded to organize the association : 

Chose Br. T. Bigelow, Moderator. 

Made choice of Brs. N. B. Johnson and E. Williams, 
Clerks, 

Voted, Br. N. B. Johnson standing committee to 
erant Jetters of fellowship for Richland, Ohio, Associa- 
tion; and Br. Daniel Wemisk, standing clerk for the 
same; it being neglected at the session of said associa- 
tien, bolden Ja-t week. 

Appointed Brs. T. Bigelow, E. Williams, T. Cotton, 
N. B. Johnson, and T. Strong, a committee to examine 
candidates for the ministry. 

Foted to adjourn to 7 o'clock to morrow morning: 
prayer and giving of thanks by Br E. Williams. 

Wednesday morning, 7 o’clock, met at convention | 
bell, agreeably to adjournment; sang .an hymn, and 
prayer by Br I’. Strong.—Proceeded to busine-s. 

Proceeded to examine the letters from the several 
churches and societies, composing this associetion ; and 
to the reports of our brethren from different perts, » Lich 


' 


te 


+E. Wiliams. 


| N. B. Johnson. 


Association. Br Boyer has been, for a number of years, 


‘a minister of the christian order, but at length has 
, found his way through the fog; and is not the first to 


have been so highly favored. 
The committee to examine candidates for letters of 


fellowship, reported in favor of granting letters to broth- 
‘ers Ambrose Perkins, David St. Clair, John Tuttle, and 


John M. Baldwin, as ministers of the gospel ; which re- 


port is accepted. 


The committee for the examining of candidates for 
ordination, reported in favor of ordaining Br Theophi- 
lus Cotton; which report is accepted. 

Appointed Brs T. Bigelow, E. Williams, and T. 


Cotton, standing committee. 


Voted Br. J. T. Baldwin, standing clerk. 
Appointed Br. T. Bigelow, treasurer. 


Order of public service Thursday morning: lntro- 


ductory prayer by Br T. Bigelow, first sermon by Br. 
Williams—text, Gal. 4th chapter, 1, 2, 3, 4, and | 


F. 
5th verses, 
John, 9th-chapter, 7th verse. 
Br. T. Strong. 

Order of the afternoon: Introductory prayer by Br 
Sermon by Br N. B. Jonson,—text, St. 
Mat. 24th chapter, 14th verse. Consecrating prayer 
by Br T. Bigelow. Right hand of fellowship by Br 
Charge and delivery of the scriptures 
by Br T. Bigelow, and usual addresses to the universal 
society and to the congregation, by Br. T. Bigelow. 

Returned in regular procession to council hall, and 
Voted, that these Minutes, and the Epistle be printed 
entire, 


Second sermon by Br. E, Jones—text, St. 
Concluding prayer by 





ete refreshing as the showers of May. We tim 
nuiber of members in our churches and sor ieties, muuch | 
increased, | 

Received into fellowship the society of Yurora ; also | 
the society of Newton and Braceville, and the church | 
and society of Austintown. | 

Received a request from Medina county, through Br. | 
Lothrop Seamor, for assistance in the ministry. 

Received a request, through Br J. T. Baldwin, from 
fort Meigs, and the river Raisin, for laborers in the min- 
istry of reconciliation. 

Voted that clerks of all the churches and societies 
bring forward their records, relative to the churches 
and societies, at the next annual association. 

Received forty-three representatives in addition to 
the number of last year. 

Order of public service on Wednesday morning: Ju- 
troductory prayer by Br. T. Bigelow, sermon by Br T. 
Cotton,—text St. Mark, 16th chapter, 15th and 16th 
verses; concluding prayer by Br EF, Williams. 

Order of public service for the afternoon: 
tory prayer by Br. F. Sermon by Br N. B. 
Johnson ; text 2 Pete r, 2: chapter, 1, 2, and 3d verses ; 
after which, brothers Benjamin Baldwin, Horace Bor- 
roughs, and John M. were ordained as dea 
cons, in the several churches to which they beleng:—j| 
concluding and conis secrating , 
Charge by Br. R. Jones. 

Order of evening 
Br A. Perkins. 
chapter 53, 
Cotton, 
mhorving, 


Introduc- 
Williams. 
>, 


Baldwin, 


prayer by Br T. Bigelow. 





service: Introductory prayer by} 
Sermon by Br T, 
i. 


Voted to ad} 


Strong, —text, Isaiah | 


verses Conelnding prayer by Br. 

urn until 7 o'clock, to-morrow | 
Vhursday morning, 7 o'clos : met 

fung an hymn, and prayer Br St. Clair. 
Received the soci: ty ¢ 


an? arate 
Nex eit ed Br 


at council ball; | 


er Jolin Beyer into the fellowship of this! 





| heavenly Father, hy 


PParales ston, into feWowship. | P? 


‘Voted that this Association request to be received 


into the fellowship of the General Convention, and be 


taken under their patropage. 

Adjourned the Association, to meet again at Paines- 
ville, Geauga county, Ohie, on the Wednesday and 
i berets 1y preceding the last Wednesday of Angust next. 


(Sang an hymn; prayer and giving of thanks to our 


Br &. Willams. 
tHY BIGELOW, 
BE. Williams 


N. B. ‘Johineén. : Clerks. 
—= | ] » 
EPISTLE. 
The Northern Obio, Association of Universalists,nnited in 


friendship 
dispersed through this once 


riMo Moderator. 


Altesé. 


divine, to the many brethren and friends, 
but 
truly, is the case 


howling wilderness, 
now blossoming like the rose: 
in a spiritual sense. The stub: 
teilectual wiids, is rapidly disopjearing, through the 
incessant efforts of God's commissioned Jaborers, be- 
ing furnished by Him with every implement of gospel 
hushandry ;-and the fragrant blossoms of the tree of 


mT) 


life, are unfolding their beauties, to the rising sun of | 


g immortal fruit. 


righteousness, promising 


Dearly beloved brethren, 
In communicating to you the occurrences of this im- 


portant occasion, we state, that we enjoyed ouch hap- | 


| piness, while performing the pleasing duties of (his as 


sociation. Happy, indeed, while realizing what has 


ipation ef the world, from ecclesiastical tyranny and 
(Oppression ; 
glories bursting upon the world, 


and the anticipation of the approsehing 


ortant period, when God throu; gh asolitary tn: 


Mr. 


vidti al,* 

| 

a: = 
rrac 

ae 

. 


growth of the in-, 


With a retro “pec five ! 


introduced to the Columbian shores, the joyful tidings: 
of God’s impartial and unbounded Jove ; that the bless- 
ed Saviour, when He entered the most holy place, bore 
on the breast-plate of His heart, a remembrance of eve- 
ry individual of his inheritance. The day-spring from 
on high, then first visited the new world, and planted 
therein those heavenly ethicks, which alone will yet 
secure true liberty both ecclesiastical and political, 
from the hands of kings and priests; aud the echo, 
bounding frem our elevated shores, wil] be heard in the 
old world with joy: nations shall come to her light and 
kings to the brightness of her rising. Jet our feelings 
be awakened when considering the struggles and per- 
secutions that awaited him, and other undaunted her- 
alds of Jife and immortality ; and also that blessed day, 
when the bright light, traveliimg in the greatness of its 
strength, stemming the torrent of al] combined opposi- 
tion, found their way into these western Climes, ani 
planted their tabernacle between the seas. ‘Those a- 
bore named are not the only laborers who have toiled 
|in the beat and burden of the day in the Lord’s vine- 
yard, but truly, others there are among us, who are yet 
stationed on the frontier line of the rapidly increasing 
dominion of Prince Emanuel, constantly exposed to the 
assaults of the combined forces .f the common enemy. 
Every thing is an enemy, that derogates from the char- 
acter of God, veiling His glories, bounding Hie good- 
ness, and destroying His heritage. 

The beritage of God is the soul of every individual 
of the Adamick family ; for, said He, * All souls are 
imine,” &c, Ezekiel xviii. 4. ** Ask of me, and I shall 
give the heathen thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
part of the earth thy possession.” Ps. ii. 8. ‘These la- 
borers, who are contending for the boundless nature of 
the love of God, and the extensiveness of the inheri- 
tance of Jesus; pressing forward amidst the volleys of 
clerical anathema, spiritual volcanoes, and thunders 
pfrom Sinai, strengthened by the Almighty, have finally 
succeeded in planting the standard of the Prince of 
Peace, amidst the enemies’ camp; which standard, 
spangled with the seven stars in God's right band, will 
there wave, unmolested, until all enemies are silenced, 
and God is all in all. 

Brethren, we mast Jove our enemies. Saith Jesus, 
* Love your enemies,’ &c, ** That ye may be the 
| children of your Father in heaven,” &c. Mat, v, 44, 45. 
So God loved bis enemies, This is the Universalist’s 
God: let us worship and adore Him. If we copy and 
imitate the moral virtues of this only trae Gou, (not a 
God who hates his enewies,) we shall thereby love all 
men. Brethren, permit as aguin to put you in mind of 
another declaration of Jesus, ** Ye are the salt of the 
earth.” Remember that our faith is made known by 
our works; that the (ree is known by ifs fruit. Ye are 
Universalists in faith, be such in deed. The Univer- 
| salist’s faith is high as Heaven, great as immensity, and 
pure as holiness: of all people on earth, we should be 
holy in ife and conversation. L+t the unbelicver see, 
, all that is needed to revolutionize the worid from sin to 
holiness, is, God's rea) character to be known — all that 
is Deeded to destroy all party mimes, is, Ged's great 
‘purposes to know—and all that is necded to do aw: wy 








ay | actually taken place in the great canse of the emanei- | | courts, penal laws, and executic hers, ts, the truth as 


lis in Jesus to know. 
May. peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, remcin with 
us all, with afl our brethren, the whole human family, 


i 
' 


| 


iviow, let us for a moment turn our attention to the in- | puntil contirmed with us in life. 


Done by erder of the Ascociation, 
THEGVHILUS COTTON, 
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UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Some suggestions for the considera 


tion of Arminians, 





Brethren, you have been led to adopt the opinion, | 
that the eternal welfare of men depends on the use | 
which they make of their moral agency, during the few 
moments of this temporal state of being. By adopting. 
this sentiment you have avoided the absurd and incon- 
sistent doctrine of particular election and reprobation. 
To you it appears altogetLer inadmisible, that our Wire 
and good Creator should, from all eternity, predesti- 
nate some of the haman family to everlasting happiness, 
and others to endless misery ; because, as you justly 
think, this makes him, not only partial, but infinitely 





ervel. But is it entirely clear th.t you donot embrace 
notions equally exceptionable? As it respects the 
grand result, you agree with our Calvinistic brethren 
that some of the human family will be endlessly happy 
and the rest miserable. ‘his you hold as a certainty, 
which cannot be avoided, But if it be cerfain that 
some will be forever happy and others forever miserable, 
why does it make the matter any worse to admit that 
our Creator decreed it should be so? In order to have 
a clear view of this subject, suppose that what you call 
the day of judgment is past, and the righteous are re- 
ceived to favor and the wicked sent away into perdi- 
tion ; now look on the whole concern of both the happy 
and the miserable, what difference could there have 
been had God, from al] eternity, predestinated all parts 
of this great whole just asitnowis? Itcertainly could 
not have made it any worse for the unhappy, or taken 
any thing from the enjoyment of the blessed. 

Will you say, that the supposition, that God fore-or- 
dained the whole system witb all its parts, as it makes 
him the sole author of the whole, would not reflect that 
honor on the divine character, as it does to rest these 
eternal things on the agency of the creature? But 
this you will see at once is an egregous error; for it 
supposes that God was incapable of ordaining all things 
so entirely for his glory, as they turn out to be, being 
directed by the agency of man! 

We may be more particular. Look at the righteous 
in glory. They contemplate their felicity in relation to 
the divine economy. They know tbat the Creator, 
whom they adore and praise, exactly according to the 
views which they entertain of his character, did not 
absoleiely determine that they should enjoy him forever, 
but gave them ap opportunity to secure to themselves 
this felicity, or to plunge themselves into everlasting 
woe. With this view, would the blessed in heaven 
more highly esteem the goodness of God than they 
would if they knew that they owed to the divine econ- 
omy every possible circumstance which secured to 
inem the inheritance of everlasting life? 

On the other hand ; is God to be glorified in the con- 
dewnation of the wicked? This you contend for,— 
Then is it not clear, that in order for his glory to be 
complete, it must be understood and known that his 
wisdom contrived every part of the whole scheme ? 

But perbaps you wil) contend that it is necessary for 
the wicked, in misery, to know and realize that God 
did not predestinate them to their endless condemna- 
tion, but thaf he gave them a day of grace and means 
to improve it to their advantage, al] which they have 
neglected to their own damage. Well, allow you this; 
but let me ask, why is it necessary for the wicked to 
know allthis? You must answer, either to make thew 
think worse of the Creator or better. You answer, 
yes, to make them think well of the Creator, and to 
justify him in bis ways. But here again you fall into an 

absurdity ; for this supposes that means are used in 
hell to make the miserable think well of God. This 
will unavoidably reconcile thei to hiw! 





Brethren, if you will candidly consider the foregoing 
suggestions, itis believed it may prepare your minds for 


a profitable courideration of the following queries re- | 





specting ceriain passages «tf holy writ. As recorded, | 
Gen. xii. 3. God promised Abrahaw that in him all) 
the families of the earth should be blessed. Compare 
this Gal. iii. 8, ** And the scripture, foreseeing | 


that God would justify 


© 
Os 


with 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying. in| 
The evident, 
assages is this; Almighty God | 


thee shall all nations be blessed.” 
amount of these two p 
promised Abraham that in him all the families of the | 
earth should be blessed with justification through faith. | 
Now if you believe that all, who are blessed with justi- | 
fication through faith, are heirs of iramortal happiness, 
must you not allow the doctrine of universal salvation | 
tobe true? And you are requested to consider the | 
question, whether it be possible to reconcile the fore- 
going promise of Almighty God, with your views of 
man’s agency? What is the difference between God's | 
promise and his predestination 2? 1t must be erroneous 
to contend that God has not predestinated the thing 
which he has absolutely promised. If man’s justifica- 
tion depended on his moral agency and not on the pur- 
pose of the Creator, bow should it belong to God to 
promise that all the families of the earth should be jus- 
tified? The prophet David says; Psalm xxii. 27, ** All 
the ends of the world shall remember, and turn unto 
the Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee.”? Now Jesus says, ‘‘ the scriptures 
cannot be broken.”” But observe, here is a prophecy 

concerning what al] people will do. They shall re- 

turn to the Lord and worship before him. Are yeu 

willing to contend, that all the ends of the earth have 

power, in room of turning to the Lord to rebel forever 
against him? What then would become of this pro- 

phecy? And let me further ask, how the prophet 

could, with safety, testify in this way, without express- 

ing any uncertainty or conditionality, if turning to the 

Lord depended not on the divine purpose, but on the 

agency of man? In Psalm Ixxxvi. 9, 10, we thus read ; 

** All nations whom thou has made shall come and wor- 

ship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name. 

For thou art great ; and doest wondrous things: thou 

art God alone.”” Here again the query suggests itself: | 
If he, who is God alone, had not dedermined that all 

the nations, whom he had made should come and wor- 

ship before him, but had given to them a moral agency 

to rebel against him forever, how could the prophet 

safely say that all nations whom God has made shall 

come and worship before bim? The reason which the 

prophet assigns for his assertion is, ‘‘ For thou art 

great, and doest wondrous things ; thou art God alone.” 

But why should this be assigned as a reason why all 

nations whom God has made should come and worsbip 

before him, and glorify his name, if we allow that he 

bas given to al] nations an agency which they can em- 

ploy in everlasting rebellion ? 

The absolute, unconditional promises of God evident- 
ly regard the purification of the hearts of sinners which 
should be admitted as evidence to prove that our puri- 
fication depends on the divine will, rather than on our 
agency. See Ezekiel xxxvi. 25, &c. ** Then will | 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; 
from all your Gilthiness, and from all your idols, wiil 1 
cleanse you. And anew heart also will | give you, and 
a new spirit will I pat within you; and L will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh and I will give 
you an heart of flesh. And 1 will put my spirit: within 
you, and cause you ¢o walk in my statutes and ye shal) 
keep my judgments, and do them.” That you may 
clearly understand the nalure of the subject which | 
wish you to consider, | will here ask how you can re- 
concile these unconditional promises with your views 
of human agency? 

God said to a sinful, idolatrous people; 1 will 
sprinkle clean water upon you and ye shall be clean.” 
if their being made clean depended not on the will ot 
purpose of God, but on their wills, why should the di- 
vine Being, who had made thew such moral agente, | 


. | 
the heathen through faith, | 





promise to cleanse them without consulting (heir dispo- 


AS ATE. CELT TES OREO: ACE Serene 





sitions respecting it? Why does God inform them that 
he will give them a new heart, and toke their stony 
heart out of their fiesh, if he had given them an agency 
to prevent his doing this? And why does God tell 
them that they shall walk in his statutes, &c. if it were 
to be left to them to do so, or not? 

Brethren, you will not forget that the current test} 
mony of the New Testament is in perfect accordance 
with what we have quoted from the old. See Eph. j, 
4, 5, ** According as he hath chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy, 
and without blame before him in love: having predesti- 
nated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, accordivg to the good pleasure of his will,” 
Verses 9, 10, ‘* Having made known unto us the mys. 
tery of his will, according to his good pleasure, which 
he hath purposed in himself; that in the fulnes of times 
he might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and which are on earth; 
even in him.’’ If our heavenly Father predestinated 
the apostles before the foundation of the world, that 
they should be holy before him in love ; and if he made 
known to them that he would, in the fulness of the dis- 
pensation of times, gather together all things in Christ, 
how is it reasonable to suppose, that he has submitted 
all these great events to the disposal of an agency in 
man, which may or may not conform to his will? 

If you duly consider all these suggestions, you will 
perceive that you are under no necessity of denying 
the divine predestination in order to avoid what appears 
to be cruel in the Calvinistic creed, for the divine pur- 
poses, as above proved, entirely exclude the idea that 
any of the human family are predestinated to a state of 
endless misery, and clearly sLow that the gospel of Je- 
sus Christ is designed, in the counsels of our merciful 
Redeemer to effect the final purification and everlast- 
ing happiness of all the ends of the earth. H. B. 
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From the (Watertown, N. Y.) Herald of Salvation. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD OF SALVATION, 
e909 


New-Hartford, (N. Y.) Dee. 13, 1822. 
DEAR Sirn,—I transmit you a copy of the following 
letter, from a brother of the Abrahamic faith, and min- 
istry, in Glasgow, Scotland, with the hope that you 
will give it a place in the ‘Herald.’ It will show that 
truth will flourish in the most ungenial soil—will find 
its way to the heart in defiance of ecclesiastical restric- 
tions or establishments, and will in due time, be known, 
admired and received, to the everlasting joy of all men, 

and the glory of God. S. R. SMITH, 


EXTRACT. 


“* Dear Sir—Having formerly written to Doct. 
Strong, and received no answer, | take the present op- 
portunity of a friend’s departure hence, to send you a 
few lines, expressive of the desire of a worshipping con- 
gregation here, professing belief in God's universal 
love, that a correspondence for mutual information, 
should be established with brethren on your side the 
Atlantic. There are three congregations of Universal- 
ists in this country—the one over which your humble 
correspondent has been called to preside, during the 
infirmity aud debility of Mr. Douglas, the original pas- 
for, consists of about 120 members, besides stated hear- 
ers; the other two, about SU members each, besides 
hearers. Owing to the very sudden departure of the 
hearer of this, | have not time to write what I wish.— 
Yourust consider this therefore,as merely introductory, 
and we shell anxiously wait your answer, in which if 
you could fayor us with some particulars respecting the 
late Mr. Eihanan Winchester, from the time be last 
landed in America, with the time, and manner of his 
decease, and alo, with respect to his wife, whether 
she became, as we hear, truly a convert to Christ. The 
reason why I ask these particulars, is, because our 
brethren are desirons that Mr, W.’s life should be re- 
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ubiished. and there remains o bionk, during the period 


alluded to, We correspond regularly, with the remains 
of his congregation in London, but for want of a pub- 
lic speaker of talent and education, their numbers are 
greatly diminished. The desire for scriptural know!}- 


edge seems to be increasing amongst us, and we trust | 
We} 


we have the blessing of the Lord of the harvest. 
have heard that there are in America, several able min- 
jsters of the everlasting gospel; and that a Mr. Ballou 
of Boston, has, in his writings, done great justice to the 
doctrine of the restoration—were there any means of 
conveyance, we should be glad to be furnished with 
this publication, and Murray’s sketches of sermons.— 
We shall be happy to be informed of the state of reli- 
gion, and the progress of liberal opiniones amongst you, 
and any particulars which you may consider interest- 
ing. And wishing you all prosperity in the diffusion of 
‘the gospel of the blessed God,” 

‘‘} am sir, your truly affectionate brother in the 
Lord, WILLIAM WORRALL., 

“ Glasgow, July 31, 1822. 

‘“ To Mr. Smith, New-Hartford, Oneida County, 
N. Be” —_——_—— 

THE ANSWER. 


New-Hartford, Oneida Co. N. Y. Dec. 12, 1822. 

Dear Sin—Your letter, dated July 31, of the pre- 
sent year, was duly received from the hand of its bear- 
er; for which, I beg you will receive my grateful ac- 
knowledgments. A wish for the mutual interchange, 
not only of information, but of friendly and christian 
feeling, has ever been felt by those of the universal 
faith in this country, who were acquainted with the 
fact, that there were those of like ‘* precious faith’’ in 
yours. But we knew of no person or name, whom we 
could address ; nor indeed, of any place whither we 
could transmit our communications to a society, ex- 
cept London. By your goodness, all these inconven- 
iences are superseded, and I avail myself of the privi- 
lege, of making an early reply to your letter—of the 
late Mr. E, Winchester’s history, from the time to 
which you advert, or of the remains of his family, I can 
give you ho particular information, as there is nothing 
like a regular account publiched ; and he had finished 
his wortal labors and cares, before I entered upon the 
stage of action. 

I trust, however, that the infermation desired, can be 
easily obtained from the brother, who ministers to the 
flock gathered by Mr. W. in the city of Hartford, Con. 
at which place he died. I will endeavor to interest 
the brother alluded to, (the Rev. Richard Carrique, ) 
to furnish you, at an early period, with every thing 
which can be collected on the subject. I apprehend 
Do essential inconvenience, in the transmission of the 
works of Mr. Murray, and others which you express a 
wish to obtain. And here, I would observe, that the 
Jabors of Mr. Ballou have not been confined to a single 
publication. The work to which you allude, is no 
doubt a * treatise on atonement,” the doctrinal sound- 
ness of which, will be more and more esteemed, as free- 
dom of inquiry, and liberal sentiments prevail among 
men. His publications of a controversial nature, are 
emphatic evidences of the immense superiority of the 
truth of the general system of Universalism, which he 
has advocated. —Others have published defences of the 
doctrine of the restoration, though none have written 
80 voluminously. Besides the works above alluded to, 
we have at this time, ergh/ periodica! pnblications—four 
in New England, in as rmeny different states—one in 
Philadelphia—and ¢hree in the state of New-York.— 
Several of these are published weekly—-others semii- 
monthly —one monthly, and two quarterly: furnishing 
means of instruction, to those who by their distance 
from any place of worship, or other circumstances, are 
prevented from attendance on preaching—and indeed, 


giving to every class and denomination of readers an | uithes not a *cason for making them—and hence too, 
epportunity of judging for themselves. J think it may !our numbers ond influence are progressing, not with the 





'n constant circulation, in the United States—and there 
is no state, district or section of country, where they 
are not more or less known or read. Their effects are 
realized to be two-fold—they prevent the introduction 
and spread of partial and unworthy sentiments of God 
and his salvation; and they establisk the knowledge of 
him who is ** good unto all,” and confirm the faith of 
the ‘restitution of all things.’ . 

From the number of public papers devoted to the 
propagation of our sentiments : you will naturally infer, 
the number of believers must be respectable. We 
have in the fellowship of the ** General Convention of 
Universalists,"? and its several branches or “ associa- 
tions,” about one hundred and twenly preachers, sever- 
al of whom are respectable for their scientific and liter- 
ary attainments, and most of them men of good infor- 
mation and sound preaching talents—all of them * rea- 
dy to give an answer to every man that asketh a rea- 
son of theer hope, and intrumenta) in the establishment 
of the truth of God. I am not in possession of any 





certain data, whence to estimate the number of sepa-! 
rate societies, but think I may safely say, there are | 
more than fico hundred in the United States. In the! 
state of New-York, there are at least seventy. The! 
number of members is very different in different socie- 
ties; some societies consisting of some hundreds, and 
others of not more than fifteen or twenty. ‘The cir- 
cumstances of these societies are extremely various, 
some having houses of public worship, others none—— 
some stated and regular meetings, while others are des- 
titute ofa regular ministry, but most of them increasing 
in number and influence. Nor is the number of regu- 
lar societies, the criterion of estimating the number of 
believers in the doctrine of universal purity and happi- 
ness. Many are scalfered abroad, in single families, or 
under circumstances which absolutely forbid their per- 
sonal fellowship with any congregation of believers ; 


and still more perhaps, secre(ly enjoy our faith and! 
hopes, who are visibly connected with otber denomi-| 


nations of professing christians. From these brief par- 
ticulars, you Jearn ** the state of religion, and the pro- 
gress of liberal opinions’? amongst us in general, and 
will deduce them from the following fact im particular. 
In this section of New-York, where we now reckon 
more than sia/y societies, there was not a single con- 
gregation or preacher, twenty years since. 

Here | remark, that in my estimation real religion 
progresses in exactly the ratio, that liberal feelings and 
opinions are cherished. For the entire history of man, 
furnishes but a few distant and solitary instances of en- 
larged benevolence, and the daily practice of ** pure 
religion and undefiled before God,” where the mind 
and feelings were fettered by the restrictions of avti- 
christian creeds governed by the senseless formalities of 
enthusiasm and superstition, or narrowed by parizal 
views of a partial God. With us then, to have ration- 
al and liberal sentiments, is to have a more coniprehen- 
sive mora] sense—a more chastened and lively devo- 


cy, and to walk humbly with his God.” 





tion to God—a more pure and expan.ted philanthropy, 
and a more circumspect regard to our words and uc 
tions. And thus, while our views an? practices corres- 
pond, our feelings are alike distant from the apathy of 
indifference, and the phrenzied fervor of enthusiasw. | 
would by no means insinuate, that there are no exami- 
ples of amiable virtue and piety among limitarians, or | 
that Universalists are always what their sentiments nat- 
urally inspire; but that limited sentiments generally, 
contract the affections, and tend to vitiate the morals, 
v bile on the contrary, liberal views conduce to moral 
improvement and virtue. Investigation here is fearless; 
for the period of religious spite, & the domination of an 
exclusive creed have past away. Hence the arrogance 
of orthodory, is often mortified with queries which it 





never answers, and its claims rejected because it fur- 





general liberty of thought and discussion, Universal- 
ists perfectly ugree in every peculiarity of doctrine—I 
answer no! They embrace a variety of sentiments mu- 
tually converging in the witimate purity and felicity of 
all mankind. ‘It is this single and exalted truth, which 
constitute the criterion of fellowship—that cen/ral pow- 
er, which by strong attraction draws a countless multi- 
tude with one consent, to the exercise of ** one mind.” 
With differently constituted minds, we think it quite 
enoygh to harmonize in the simple restoration of al} 
men: and while we claim the right of private judgment, 
yield with full consent this prerogative of nature to all 
others, And! am fully persuaded, that stronger evi- 
dence of the dereliction of the spirit, and the power of 
Universalism, cannot be found, than in the assumption 
of exclusive truth in every particular of our faith.— 
Where the scriptures are read, and man has liberty 
to examine them—where libera] views can be taught ; 
there the truth will prevail—there its ** rest will be 
glorious.”» And every step is permanent in the en- 
largement of her empire—circle embracing circle, iu 
the strong ligaments of divine love, the era must ap- 
proximate when knowledge, life, and peace shal] pour 
their united comforts on all mankind. When every. 


‘barrier to the progress of intellect shal] be broken 


down—when clerica] usurpation shall no longer pre- 
vent or restrain research—when inquiry shall be chas+ 
tened by judgment, and religion, opening a rich pros- 
pect of a happy immortality, shall instruct man to be 
happy now, by aiding bim ‘‘ to do justly, to love mer- 

Your letters, and those of other brethren, will not 
only be gratefully received, but considered means of 
instruction, and tokens of esteem; and should you be 
pleased to extend your correspondence in this country, 
I would refer you to the following brethren; Rev. Rus-: 
sell Streeter, Portland, Me. Rev. Paul Dean, and Rev, 
Hosea Ballou, Boston, Mass. Rey. Richard Carrique, 
Hartford City, Con. Rev. Edward Mitchell, City of 
New-York, and Rev. Abner Kneeland, City of Phila- 
delphia. 

The expression of your christian affection, is most 
cordially reciprocated—and } pray you will] present the 
assurance of my respect to Mr. Douglas—I wish him 
and yourself, useful and happy lives, continued while 
life can yield enjoyment, and reviewed with the conso-- 
lation, that ‘* the pleasure of the Lord has prospered in 
your hands.” 

I am your brother in the Gospel of Christ, 

STEPHEN R. SMITH. 

Mr. Wiii1am WoRRALL, No. 102, Argyle-street; 
Glasgow. 

C—_— Too 


A wise man wil) be happy in all conditions; for he 
subjects al] things te himself, because he submits himself 
to reason, end governs himself by wisdom, not pas 


sion. 








MARRIED, 
In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Ballon, Mr. George 
Whitehouse to Miss Julia M. Dodge. Mr Ebenezer i. 
Dyer to Miss Pamelia W Lond. 

Mr Jonas B. Hill to Miss Hannah B. Learnard. 

By the Rev. Mr-'Ware, Mr Nathaniel Hopkins to 
Miss Joanna Cades White, daughter of Mir Samue! 
White. 

By Rev. Mr Sabine, Mr William Goddard, jun. to 
Mics Helen S. Thaxter, eldest danghter of Mr, Seth IT, 
—Mr leonard Pierce te Miss Margaret A Lord, 

Sy Rev. Francie Parkman, Mr Thomas G Bangs, , 
printer, to Miss Flizabeth Aon Tacker, 

Mr William C Stimpson to Miss Elizabeth C Davis, 

DIED, 

In this city, Caroline Downes, aged 4 years, daugh-- 

ter of Mr L P Grosvenor. 
Mr David Cole, aged 70. 
Francis Nathaniel, youngest son of’ Mr Tobias and! 


be safely estimated, that not less than fen (housand | rashness of passion, but with scripture proofs deduced I Mire Hannah Lord, aged S years. 


Copies of these didereut papers, are subscribed for, and ' 


by reason. Should you here inquire, whether with Chis’ 


Mr Joseph Blood, in the 76th year of his age. 











a inmimedieniionel 
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POET’S CORNER. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





SO. E REFLECTIONS DRAWN FROM A 


CONTEMPLATION OF NIGHT, 


The evening comes apace, 
The twinkling stars appear, 

The golden Sun has gained the west, 
And set, in glory, there. 


Her paler rays the Moon 
Displays to cheer the night, 

And beautify its gloomy noon 
With clear and steady light. 


Man, weary, to his couch 
Retires to peaceful sleep ; 

Th’ afflicted find a moment's peace, 
The mourners cease to weep. 


The warrior does not now 
Recount the tales of old; 
Insensibility secures 
The rude, the brave, the bold. 


And now no gleam of light 
Attracts the wakeful eye ! 

The moon has run her race, and drawn 
Her glory from the sky. 


Yet soon another morn 
Will send abroad its ray, 

And soon th’ unwearied sun will gild 
Another busy day. 


30 when death's reign is oer, 
And pair, and guilt, and sin, 
The morning of eternity 
Our God will usher in ; 


A morn without a cloud, 
Precursor of a day 

Glitt’ring with beams, refulgent beams, 
That ne’er will fade away. 


Sweet as from voices blest 
Along the heav’nly plains, 
Loud hallelujah’s shall resound 

To bim who ever reigns. 


Then all the human race 
Alive in Christ shall be, 
Shall join the song that angels chant 


And sing Heaven's jubilee. W. 


;———_—___ | 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





HYMN FOR A MASONIC INSTALLATION, 


Oh Thou! whose vast, creative pow’r 
Did nature’s temple raise ; 

To Thee we consecrate this hour, 
And lift our hearts in praise. 


As by thine own Almighty word, 
Light Grst from chaos came ; 
Dispel our mental darkness, Lord, 

Our souls with love inflame. 


Within this lodge, in ev'ry breast, 
May Faith and Hope abound-- 

And Charity, a welcome guest, 
Coitinually be found, 


And may thy kingdom spread abroad,— 
The kingdom of thy love,— 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINF. 








Thy will perform’d on earth, O God, 
As ‘tis perform'd above. 


Supreme Grand Master,— faithful friend, | 
Thy watchful care we trust, — | 
So guide us to our journey’s end,— | 
To raise our slumb’ring dust. J. H. 





_—---— 
| | 
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SELECTED. 


THE LULLABY 


execulion, 





18 They all believe that Christ will judge the quick 
and dead, and give to every one according” to his 
works. 

19 Though christians differ in their opinions cog. 
cerning the worship of the Son and Spirit, they all a. 
gree that the one God and Father is the object of wor. 
i ship, in the highest sense : consequently they have one 
, common object of worship, and may all unite m paying 
their devotions to him. 

20 However different their modes, they all agree 
that God must be worshipped in spirit and in truth, 

As christians are agreed in so many important points, 
why should they continue broken into so many parties? 


| points in which they differ relate not so much to what 


; 
} 
| Of a female convict to her child, the night previous to Why not unite and walk together as brethren? The 


Sleep Baby mine, enkerchieft on my bosom, 

Thy crics,—they pierce egain my bleeding breast; 
Sleep Babs mine, not long thou'lt have a mother 

To luli thee fondly in her arms to rest. 


Baby, why dost thou keep this sad complaining,— 
Long from mine eyes bave kindly slumbers dled ; 

Hush, hush, my babe, the night is quickly waning, 
And I would fain compose my aching head. 


Poor wayward wretch ! and who will heed thy weeping, 
When soon an outcast on the world thou’lt be! 

Who then will sooth thee, when thy mother’s sleeping 
In her low grave of shame and infamy. 


Sleep Baby mine,—-to-morrow I must leave thee, 
And | would snatch an interval of rest ; 
Sleep these last moments, ere the laws bereave thee, 
For never more thou’lt press a mother’s breast. 
H.K. WHITE, 





Extract from R. Wright’s humble 
attempt to promote union and peace among chris- 
tians. 

On the Points in which Christians are agreed. 

(Concluded.) 

11. All the followers of Jesus, however they may 
i differ about the import of some of bis commands, agree 
in owning him as their Lord, and in admitting that they 
ought to obey him in all things: even at the risk of re- 
| putation, worldly advantage, and life itself. Here they 
| have one common centre of union, one master to whom 
they ought all to be devoted, and their only strife 
should be to excel one another in thf obedience to his 
commands. 

12 It is true they differ much in their expositions of 
the scriptures ; yet they all agree that they contain a 
divine revelation to mankind, and that the New Testa- 
ment is the rule of faith and practice to christians : 
consequently they maintain one common standard as to 
what they are called to believe, and one common rule 
of conduct. ‘ 

13 Repentance and faith were insisted on by Christ 
and bis apostles as matters of the greatest importance, 
and all christians agree in maintaining their importance 
and necessity, and that the impenitent cannot be sav- 
ed, [while in a state of impenitence. | 

14 It is asserted that without holiness no man can 
see the Lord,i.e. enjoy God. In this ail serious chris- 
tians acquiesce, they with one accord maintain the ne- 
cessity of holiness in order to happiness, 

15 ‘They with one consent acknowledge that Christ 
hath set bis followers the most perfect example, and 
that they ought all to imitate bim. 

16 ‘ihey all agree in the hope of future life and im. 
mortality, through Jesus Christ. 








17 The second coming of Christ is an event plainly 
revealed and much insisted on in the scriptures, and al) 
christians agree in [this fact] though they difftrin their 
conceptions of the time and manner of it. 





God bath revealed, as to human expositions of it, 


The Members of the First Universalist Society in Hali- 
fax, (Mass.) and the towns adjoining, tender their most 
| sincere thanks to brothers Hosea Ballou of Boston, and 
ese Stetson of Plymouth, for their affectionate labors 
la 


mong them. HENRY POPE, Cc 
LEWIS HARLOW, ¢ ommillee, 


ON FILIAL PIETY, 


From the creatures of God !et man learn wisdom 
and apply to himself the instruction ‘hey give. Go to 
| the desert, my son: observe the young stork of the wil- 
derness ; let him speak to thy heart. He bears on his 
wings his aged sire ; he lodges him in safety, and sup- 
plies him with food. 

The piety of a child is sweeter than the incense of 
Persia offered to the sun; yea, more delicious than 
odours wafted from a field of Arabian spices, by the 
western gales. 

Be grateful to thy father, for he gave thee life; and 
to thy mother, for she sustained thee. Hear the words 
of their mouth, for they are spoken for thy goed; give 
ear to their admonition, fer it proceeds from love. 

Thy father has watebed for thy welfare, be has toiled 
for thy ease: co honor, therefore, to his age, and let 
not his grey bairs be treated with irreverence. Forget 
not thy helpless infancy, nor the forw rdnegs of thy 
youth; and bear with the infirmities of thy aged par- 
ents: assist and support then: in the decline of life. So 
shali their hoary heads go down to the gr ve in peace: 
and thy own children, in reverence of thy example, 
shall repay thy piety, with filial love. 











os ee me 





Dirp.—In this village, in the 42d year of his age, 
Mr. Epmonp Lvrrp, pastor of the \nitarian Church, 
In the death of this excellent man, his family have 
sustained an irreparable loss, bis friends and acquain- 
tances a good counsellor, and society a worthy patron. 
Mr. Luff was one of the first settlers of this place. In- 
dustrious from his youth, he acquired a handsome pro- 
perty. Ardently attached to the cause of Christ, he 
built, at his own expense, a house of public worship; 
and without pecuniary compensation, preached each 
succeeding sabhatb to a respectable and attentive au- 
ditory. Such was the zeal of this worthy citizen in the 
cause of religion, that notwithstanding he has for the 
last seven years been afflicted with the Asthma, which 
at Jength terminated his valuable life, he constantly ate 
tended to all his public duties as a preacher of the gos- 
pel, until his voice entirely failed him; and even then, 
when he could be heard only in faint whispers---con- 
tinued exhorting his family and friends to a constant 
perseverance in the cause of christianity, and to testify 
to them his unshaken confidence in the doctrines he had 
tangbt, until at length, worn out with the disease which 
so long afflicted him, with his countenance beaming 
with a smile of hope, he fell asleep in the arms of bis 
oayiour. 
** But man shall rise again, 
Triumphant, from the dust, to endless bliss 
And immortality.---Dehghtful thought !—- 
‘This softens all the evils of this life, 
And makes us look on Death as our best friend.” 
Sacket’s Harbor Republican. 
In Framingham, Mass. on the 2d inst. Col. Eben M. 
Ballard, aged 43 years, 
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